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     ANEXO 1 



 
 

 

COSAC CHAIRPERSONS MEETING 
 

10 – 11 JULY 2016, BRATISLAVA 
 

DRAFT PROGRAMME (AS OF 1ST
 JULY 2016) 

 
Sunday, 10 July 2016 
 
14:00 – 19:00 Arrival of delegations and registration for the meeting            

 at the hotels
 

 
Meeting of the Presidential Troika of COSAC 

 
16:40 Departure from the hotels to the National Council               

of the Slovak Republic  
 
Refreshment 

 
17:15 – 18:15 

 
Meeting of the Presidential Troika of COSAC 
 
Venue:  
Plenary Hall of the National Council of the Slovak Republic 
Námestie Alexandra Dubčeka 1, Bratislava 
 

18:15 – 18:30 Tour of the National Council of the Slovak Republic  
  
18:30 Departure from the National Council of the Slovak Republic 

for dinner 
 

 
18:30  Departure from the hotels for dinner 

 

 
Dinner & Sport Evening 

 
19:00 – 21:00 
 
 
 
 
 
21:00 – 23:00 

Dinner hosted by Mr. Ľuboš BLAHA, Chair  
of the European Affairs Committee of the National Council 
of the Slovak Republic 
 
(Return to the hotels by foot / by bus) 
 
UEFA EURO 2016 Championship Final Match  
(optional) 

  
Venue:  
Historical Building of the National Council of the Slovak 
Republic, Župné námestie 12, Bratislava  
(walking distance from hotels Crown Plaza and Austria 
Trend) 

 

 
  Return to the hotels by foot / by bus 



 

 

 

 
 

Monday, 11 July 2016 
 
 07:40 
 
 

Departure from the hotels to the National Council                  
 of the Slovak Republic

 
Opening of the meeting 

 
08:30 – 09:00 Welcome address by Mr. Andrej DANKO, Speaker         

of the National Council of the Slovak Republic  
 

 Introductory remarks by Mr. Ľuboš BLAHA, Chair  
of the European Affairs Committee of the National Council 
of the Slovak Republic  
 

 Adoption of the Agenda 
  

Procedural issues and miscellaneous matters 
 
Briefing on the results of the Presidential Troika of COSAC 
Draft agenda of the LVI COSAC 
Outline of the 26th Bi-Annual Report of COSAC 
Letters received by the Presidency 
  
Debate 

  
Venue:  
Plenary Hall of the National Council of the Slovak Republic, 
Námestie Alexandra Dubčeka 1, Bratislava  
 

 

 

 
Priorities of the Slovak EU Council Presidency 

 
09:00 – 10:20 Keynote speaker:  

 
Mr. Miroslav LAJČÁK, Minister of Foreign and European 
Affairs of the Slovak Republic 

  
Remarks on the outcome of the UK referendum: 
 
Lord Timothy BOSWELL, Chair of the EU Select 
Committee of the UK House of Lords 
 
Sir William CASH, Chair of the European Scrutiny 
Committee of the UK House of Commons 
 
Debate 
 

 Venue:  
Plenary Hall of the National Council of the Slovak Republic, 
Námestie Alexandra Dubčeka 1, Bratislava  

 

 



 

 

 

 
10:20 – 10:30 

 
 Family Photo

 
10:30 – 11:00  Coffee Break

 

 
Social Dimension of EU & Cohesion Policy – Triple A on social issues 

 
11:00 – 12:30 Chaired by Mr. Ľuboš BLAHA 

Chair of the European Affairs Committee  
of the National Council of the Slovak Republic  
 
Address by Mr. Mars DI BARTOLOMEO 
President of the Chamber of Deputies of the Grand Duchy 
of Luxembourg 
 
Address by Ms. Marianne THYSSEN  

 European Commissioner for Employment, Social Affairs, 
Skills and Labour Mobility 
 
Address by Mr. Jan KELLER 
Professor in Sociology; Member of the Committee             
on Employment and Social Affairs of the European 
Parliament  
 

 Debate 
  
 Venue:  

Plenary Hall of the National Council of the Slovak Republic, 
Námestie Alexandra Dubčeka 1, Bratislava  
 

 

 
12:30 – 12:45 Closing remarks by Mr. Ľuboš BLAHA 

Chair of the European Affairs Committee 
 of the National Council of the Slovak Republic 

 

 
Lunch 

 
13:00 – 14:30 Lunch 

 
 Venue:  

Bratislava Castle 
Námestie Alexandra Dubčeka 1, Bratislava 
(walking distance) 
 

 

 
14:30 Return to the hotels by bus  

 
Departures of delegations 
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COSAC Chairpersons Meeting 

10 – 11 July 2016 

Bratislava 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

 

 

Réunion des Présidents de la COSAC 

10 – 11 juillet 2016 

Bratislava 

LISTE DES PARTICIPANTS 
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MEMBER STATES – ÉTATS MEMBRES 

 

AUSTRIA – AUTRICHE - ÖSTERREICH 

National Council / Conseil national / Nationalrat   

Mr. / M. Karlheinz Kopf  Head of delegation 

Second President of the Austrian National Council 

      Chair of the Standing Subcommittee on EU Affairs 

Mr. / M. Gerhard Koller  Head of the European Relations Division 

Ms. / Mme Gerda Zweng Advisor to the Second President of the National 

Council 

 

Federal Council / Conseil fédéral / Bundesrat  

Mr. / M. Edgar Mayer   Head of delegation 

Chair of the EU-Committee 

 

 

BELGIUM – BELGIQUE – BELGIË 

House of Representatives / Chambre des représentants / Kamer                     

van volksvertegenwoordigers 

Mr. / M. Stéphane Crusnière   Head of delegation 

Mr. / M. Carlos Demeyere   Advisor 

 

Senate / Sénat / Senaat  

Ms. / Mme Christine Defraigne Head of delegation  

      Speaker of the Belgian Senate 

Ms. / Mme Danièle Gilson  Assistant to the Speaker  

Ms. / Mme Iuna Sadat  Secretary of delegation 
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BULGARIA – BULGARIE - БЪЛГАРИЯ 

National Assembly / Assemblée nationale / Narodno sabranie 

Mr. / M. Svetlen Tanchev   Head of delegation  

 

Chair of the Committee on European Affairs and 

Oversight of the European Funds 

Mr. / M. Mladen Lambeff  Chief Advisor 

 

 

CROATIA – CROATIE – HRVATSKA 

Parliament / Parlement / Hrvatski sabor 

Ms. / Mme Tanja Babić Permanent Representative of the Croatian Parliament   

to the European Parliament 

 

 

CYPRUS – CHYPRE – Κ´ΥΠΡΟΣ 

House of Representatives / Chambre des représentants / Vouli ton 

Antiprosopon 

Mr. / M. Konstantinos Efstathiou Head of delegation 

Member of the House Standing Committee on Foreign 

and European Affairs 

Ms. / Mme Hara Parla  Senior International Relations Officer 

 

 

CZECH REPUBLIC – RÉPUBLIQUE TCHEQUE – ČESKÁ REPUBLIKA 

Chamber of Deputies / Chambre des députés / Poslanecká Sněmovna 

Mr. / M. Filip Ficner   Head of the EU Unit – Parliamentary Institute 

 

Senate / Sénat / Senát     

Mr. / M. Antonín Maštalíř   Head of delegation 

      Vice-Chair of the Committee on EU Affairs 

Mr. / M. Jan Grinc   Head of the EU Unit 
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Mr. / M. Jiří Kučera   Staff 

 

 

DENMARK – DANEMARK – DANMARK 

Parliament / Parlement / Folketinget 

Mr. / M. Klaus Andersen  Permanent Representative of the Danish Parliament   

to the EU 

 

 

ESTONIA – ÉSTONIE – EESTI 

Parliament / Parlement / Riigikogu 

Mr. / M. Kalle Palling    Head of delegation 

      Chair of the European Affairs Committee 

Ms. / Mme Teele Taklaja  Adviser for the European Affairs Committee 

Mr. / M. Valter Pank   Staff / Head of security services  

Ms. / Mme Epp-Mare Kukemelk Staff / Press Adviser 

Mr. / M. Argo Koppel                         Staff / Head of Facilities Department 

 

 

FINLAND – FINLANDE – SUOMI 

Parliament / Parlement / Eduskunta 

Ms. / Mme Anne-Mari Virolainen Head of delegation 

Ms. / Mme Satu Tuomikorpi  Staff 

 

 

FRANCE – FRANCE 

National Assembly / Assemblée nationale  

Ms. / Mme Danielle Auroi  Head of delegation 

      Chair of the Committee on European Affairs 

Mr. / M. Guy Chauvin   Deputy Director 

 



 

5 

 

 

Senate / Sénat 

Mr. / M. Jean Bizet   Head of delegation 

      Chair of the Committee on European Affairs 

 

Mr. / M. Philippe Delivet   Head of staff of the Committee on European Affairs 

 

 

GERMANY – ALLEMAGNE - DEUTSCHLAND 

German Bundestag / Bundestag allemande / Bundestag 

Mr. / M. Heinz-Joachim Barchmann  Head of delegation 

     Vice-Chair of the EU Affairs Committee 

Ms. / Mme Heike Baddenhausen Committee Clerk 

Mr. / M. Alexander Wood  Interpreter 

Ms. / Mme Barbara Weller  Interpreter 

 

Federal Council / Conseil fédéral / Bundesrat 

Ms. / Mme Ute Müller Head of Secretariat of the Committee on European 

Union questions 

 

 

GREECE – GRÈCE - Ελλάδα 

Hellenic Parliament – Parlement hellénique / Vouli ton Ellinon 

Mr. / M. Anastasios Kourakis  Head of delegation 

      Chair of the Committee for European Affairs 

      Vice-President of the Hellenic Parliament 

Ms. / Mme Eleni Konstantinidou Head of the EU Department 

 

 

HUNGARY – HUNGARY – MAGYARORSZÁG 

National Assembly / Assemblée nationale / Országgyűlés 

Mr. / M. Richárd Hörcsik   Head of delegation 
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Chair of the Committee on European Affairs 

Ms. / Mme Éva Szekrényes  Permanent Representative of the Office                         

of the National Assembly of Hungary to the EU 

Ms. / Mme Zsuzsanna Dóczy  Adviser of the Committee on European Affairs 

 

 

IRELAND – IRLANDE – ÉIRE 

Parliament / Parlement / Houses of the Oireachtas 

Ms. / Mme Cait Hayes  Representative of the Houses of the Oireachtas to the 

EU Institutions 

 

 

ITALY – ITALIE – ITALIA 

Chamber of Deputies / Chambre des députés / Camera dei Deputati 

Mr. / M. Paolo Tancredi  Head of delegation 

      Vice-Chairman of the EU Policies Committee 

Ms. / Mme Paola Borrelli  Interpreter 

 

Senate / Sénat / Senato 

Mr. / M. Vannino Chiti   Chair of the EU Affairs Committee  

Mr. / M. Davide Capuano   Head of Secretariat of the EU Affairs Committee 

Ms. / Mme Maria Cristina Monterisi Interpreter 

 

 

LATVIA – LETTONIE – LATVIJA 

Parliament / Parlement / Saeima 

Mr. / M. Armands Krauze  Head of delegation 

      Deputy Chair of the European Affairs Committee 

Ms. / Mme Solvita Gailiša  Senior Adviser of the European Affairs Committee 

Mr. / M. Ģirts Ostrovskis  Permanent Representative of the Saeima at the 

European Parliament 
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LITHUANIA – LITUANIE – LIETUVA 

Parliament / Parlement / Seimas 

Mr. / M. Linas Balsys   Head of delegation 

      Vice-Chair of the Committee on European Affairs 

 

Ms. / Mme Renata Lygiene  Adviser to the Office of the Committee on European 

Affairs 

Mr. / M. Matas Maldeikis  Permanent Representative of the Seimas                     

of the Republic of Lithuania to the EU  

  

   

LUXEMBOURG – LUXEMBOURG – LËTZEBUERG 

Chamber of Deputies / Chambre des députés  

Mr. / M. Mars Di Bartolomeo  Speaker of the Chamber of Deputies 

Mr. / M. Marc Angel    Head of delegation 

Chair of the Foreign and European Affairs Committee 

Ms. / Mme Rita Brors   Secretary of delegation 

 

 

MALTA – MALTE – MALTA 

House of Representatives / Chambre des représentants / Kamra tad-Deputati 

Mr. / M. Luciano Busuttil   Head of delegation 

Chair of the Foreign and European Affairs Committee 

Mr. / M. Ian Paul Bajada   Research Analyst 

 

 

NETHERLANDS – PAYS-BAS - NEDERLAND 

Senate – Sénat – Eerste Kamer der Staaten-Generaal 

Mr. / M. Tuur Elzinga   Head of delegation 

Chair of the Standing Committee on European Affairs 

Ms. / Mme Ilse van den Driessche Staff Member of the Standing Committee on European 

Affairs  
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House of Representatives / Chambre des représentants / Tweede Kamer       

der Staten-Generaal 

Mr. / M. Malik Azmani   Head of delegation 

     Chair of the Standing Committee on European Affairs 

 

Mr. / M. Louis Middelkoop Deputy Clerk of the Standing Committee on European 

Affairs 

 

POLAND – POLOGNE – POLSKA 

Parliament / Parlement / Sejm 

Mr. / M. Konrad Głębocki  Head of delegation 

      Deputy Chair of the EU Affairs Committee 

Ms. / Mme Aneta Skorupa-Wulczyńska Official Staff 

 

Senate / Sénat / Senat 

Mr. / M. Jarosław Obremski   Head of delegation 

Vice-Chair of the Foreign and EU Affairs Committee 

Ms. / Mme Lidia Spyrko vel Śmietanko Head of Unit 

 

PORTUGAL – PORTUGAL – PORTUGAL         

Assembly of the Republic / Assemblée de la République / Assembleia            

da República 

Ms. / Mme Regina Bastos   Head of delegation  

      Chair of the European Affairs Committee 

Ms. / Mme Maria João Costa Permanent Representative of the Portuguese 

Parliament to the EU 

 

 

ROMANIA – ROUMANIE – ROMÂNIA 

Chamber of Deputies / Chambre des députés / Camera Deputaţilor 

Ms. / Mme Ana Birchall  Head of delegation 

 Chair of the European Affairs Committee 
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Mr. / M. Dan Matei  Head of the European Affairs Committee Secretariat 

 

Senate / Sénat / Senat 

Ms. / Mme Anca Daniela Boagiu Head of delegation 

Chair of the European Affairs Committee 

Ms. / Mme Mihaela Popa Vice-Chair of the European Affairs Committee 

Mr. / M. Sorin Bobocea Official staff, Counsellor 

 

 

SLOVAKIA – SLOVAQUIE – SLOVENSKO 

National Council / Conseil national / Národná rada 

Mr. / M. Ľuboš Blaha Head of delegation 

 Chair of the European Affairs Committee 

Mr. / M. Martin Klus Vice-Chair of the European Affairs Committee 

 

 

SLOVENIA – SLOVÉNIE – SLOVENIJA 

National Assembly / Assemblée nationale / Državni zbor 

Mr. / M. Kamal Izidor Shaker Head of delegation 

 Chair of the Committee on EU Affairs 

Mr. / M. Zvonko Bergant Secretary of the Committee on EU Affairs 

 

National Council / Conseil national / Državni svet 

Mr. / M. Janvit Golob Head of delegation 

 Chair of the European Affairs Committee 

Mr. / M. Dušan Štrus Deputy Secretary General of the National Council 

Ms. / Mme Aldijana Ahmetović Staff, Trainee 
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SPAIN – ESPAGNE – ESPAÑA 

Congress of Deputies / Congrès des députés / Congreso de los Diputados 

Mr. / M. Rubén Moreno Palanques Head of delegation 

                                                                     Member of the Congress of Deputies 

Mr. / M. José Ignacio Sánchez Amor  Member of the Congress of Deputies 

 

Mr. / M. Fernando Galindo Legal advisor 

 

Senate / Sénat / Senado  

- 

 

 

SWEDEN – SUÉDE – SVERIGE 

Parliament / Parlement / Riksdag 

Mr. / M. Eskil Erlandsson Head of delegation 

 Vice-Chair of the Committee on EU Affairs 

Ms. / Mme Marie Granlund Member of the Committee on EU Affairs 

Ms. / Mme Margareta Hjorth Head of Secretariat 

 

 

UNITED KINGDOM – ROYAUME-UNI 

House of Commons / Chambre des Communes 

Sir William Cash  Head of delegation  

 Chair of the European Scrutiny Committee 

Ms. / Mme Eve Samson Clerk of the European Scrutiny Committee 

Ms. / Mme Amelia Aspden Second Clerk of the European Scrutiny Committee 

 

House of Lords/ Chambre des Lords 

Lord Timothy Boswell Head of delegation 

 Chair of the EU Select Committee 



 

11 

 

 

Mr. / M. Paul Dowling  National Parliament Representative to the EU 

Mr. / M. Christopher Johnson Principal Clerk of the EU Select Committee 

 

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT - PARLEMENT EUROPÉEN 

Mr. / M. Ramón Luis Valcárcel Siso Head of delegation 

Vice-President of the European Parliament 

 

Mr. / M. Jan Keller Member of the European Parliament 

Mr. / M. Pekka Nurminen  Head of the Institutional Cooperation Unit 

Ms. / Mme Beatrice Scarascia Mugnozza  

Head of National Parliament Service in the EPP Group 

Ms. / Mme Silvia Waleska Diaz Blanco  

Political Adviser of Mr. Valcárcel Siso 

Mr. / M. Peter Reichert Political Adviser of the S&D Group 

Ms. / Mme Diana Ciuche  Administrator 

Mr. / M. François Némoz-Hervens  Administrator 

Ms. / Mme Isabel Payno Jiménez-Ugarte  Interpreter 

Ms. / Mme María Teresa Sorolla Serrano   Interpreter 

Mr. / M. David Clerigo  Interpreter  

 

 

CANDIDATE COUNTRIES 

 

ALBANIA – ALBANIE – SHQIPËRI 

Parliament / Parlement / Kuvendi 

Ms. / Mme Majlinda Bregu  Head of delegation 

      Chair of the Committee on European Integration 
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MONTENEGRO – MONTÉNÉGRO - ЦRHA ΓOPA  

Parliament / Parlement / Skupština 

Ms. / Mme Marija Maja Ćatović         Head of delegation 

Deputy Chair of the European Integration Committee 

Mr. / M. Danko Šarančić  Member of the European Integration Committee 

Ms. / Mme Sanja Bulatović Associate in the Secretariat of the European 

Integration Committee 

  

SERBIA – SERBIE – CPƂИJA 

National Assembly / Assemblée nationale / Narodna Skupština 

 

Ms. / Mme Marinika Tepić  Chair of the EU Integration Committee 

Ms. / Mme Vesna Marković  Member of the EU Integration Committee 

Mr. / M. Aleksandar Djordjević  Secretary of the EU Integration Committee 

 

 

TURKEY – TURQUIE – TÜRKIYE 

Grand National Assembly / Grande Assemblée nationale / Büyük Millet Meclisi 

Ms. / Mme Zehra Taşkesenlioğlu Head of delegation 

Spokesperson of the EU Harmonization Committee 

Mr. / M. Cengiz Aydoğdu Member of the EU Harmonization Committee 

Mr. / M. Alper Emre Aydilek Legislative expert 

 

OTHER PARTICIPANTS 

 

Mr. / M. Miroslav Lajčák  Minister of Foreign and European Affairs of the Slovak 

Republic 
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EUROPEAN COMMISSION – COMMISSION EUROPÉENNE 

Ms. / Mme Marianne Thyssen Commissioner for Employment, Social affairs, Skills 

and Labour mobility 

Ms. / Mme Inge Bernaerts  Member of Cabinet of Commissioner Thyssen 

Mr. / M. Thomas Fich   Coordinator for Inter-institutional Relations 

Mr. / M. Dušan Chrenek Head of the European Commission Representation     

in Slovakia 

 

  

COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION – CONSEIL DE L´UNION EUROPÉENNE 

Ms. / Mme Pia Sellerup  Political Administrator 

 

 

COSAC SECRETARIAT 

Ms. / Mme Christiana Fryda Permanent Member of the COSAC Secretariat 

Mr. / M. Kenneth Curmi Member of the COSAC Secretariat, Maltese 

Parliament 

Mr. / M. Jos Van De Wiel  Member of the COSAC Secretariat, Dutch Parliament 

Mr. / M. Martin Bukna  Member of the COSAC Secretariat, Slovak Parliament 

Mr. / M. Paolo Atzori Member of the COSAC Secretariat, European 

Parliament 

 

SPECIAL GUESTS – INVITÉS SPÉCIAUX 

 

NORWAY – NORVÉGE – NORGE 

Parliament / Parlement / Stortinget 

Mr. / M.  Christian Tybring-Gjedde Head of delegation 

Member of Parliament 

Mr. / M.  Per Nestande  Permanent Representative of the Norwegian 

Parliament to the EU 
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SWITZERLAND – SUISSE – SCHWEIZ/SVIZZERA/SVIZRA 

Council of States / Conseil des États 

Ms. / Mme Karin Keller – Sutter Head of delegation 

Deputy Speaker 

Mr. / M. Cédric Stucky  Adviser  

 

National Council / Conseil national 

Ms. / Mme Kathy Riklin  Member of Parliament 
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Draft as of 1 July 2016 

 

Plenary Meeting of the LVI COSAC 
 

13 – 15 November 2016 
 

Bratislava 
 

DRAFT PROGRAMME 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Sunday, 13 November 2016 
 
 
14:00 – 19:00  Arrival of delegations and registration for the meeting at the hotels 
 

 
16:45 Departure of the Presidential Troika from the hotels to the Bratislava 

Castle 
 
 
17:00 – 18:30  Meeting of the Presidential Troika of COSAC 

 
Venue: Bratislava Castle, Námestie Alexandra Dubčeka 1, 
Bratislava 

 
 
18:45   Departure from the hotels to Grand Hotel River Park 
 
 
19:00 Official dinner hosted by Mr Andrej DANKO, Speaker of the 

National Council of the Slovak Republic  
 

   Venue: Grand Hotel River Park, Dvořákovo nábrežie 6, Bratislava 
 
 
21:30   Return to the hotels 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Monday, 14 November 2016 

 
 

7:30 Departure from the hotels to the National Council of the Slovak Republic for 
the meetings of the political groups 

 
 

8:00 – 9:00 Meetings of the political groups 
 

Venue: National Council of the Slovak Republic, Námestie Alexandra 
Dubčeka 1, Bratislava  

 
 

8:30  Departure from the hotels to the Bratislava Castle (other participants) 
Registration (for those not yet registered) 

 
 

9:00 – 9:30 Opening session of the LVI COSAC 
 

Welcome address by Mr Andrej DANKO, Speaker of the National Council 
of the Slovak Republic  

 
Introductory remarks by Mr Ľuboš BLAHA, Chair of the European Affairs 
Committee of the National Council of the Slovak Republic  

 
Adoption of the agenda for the Plenary Meeting of the LVI COSAC 

 
Procedural issues of the Plenary Meeting of the LVI COSAC 

- Information on the results of the Presidential Troika of COSAC 

- Letters received by the Presidency 
 

Presentation of the 26th Bi-annual Report of COSAC by Ms Christiana 
FRYDA, Permanent Member of the COSAC Secretariat 

 
 

9:30 – 11:00 SESSION I  
 

State of Play of the Slovak Presidency of the Council of the European 
Union 

 
Keynote speaker:  
Mr Robert FICO, Prime Minister of the Slovak Republic (tbc) 

 
Debate 

 
 

11:00 – 11:30 Coffee break 
 
 

11:30 – 13:15 SESSION II  
 

Strengthening the role of national parliaments in the EU in the context 
of the referendum on UK membership of the EU  

 
Keynote speaker:  
Mr Frans TIMMERMANS, First Vice-President of the European Commission  

 
 



 

 

 

 
Panelists: 
Ms Danuta Maria HÜBNER, Chair of the Committee on Constitutional 
Affairs, European Parliament  
Member of a national parliament (tbc) 

   Member of a national parliament (tbc) 
 

Debate 
 
 

13:15 – 13:30 Family photo 
 
 

13:30 – 15:00 Lunch 
 
Venue: Bratislava Castle, Námestie Alexandra Dubčeka 1, Bratislava 

 
 

15:00 – 16:45 SESSION III 
  

The Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP): a trade 
agreement between the European Union and the United States (and its 
challenges, opportunities and risks) 

 
Keynote speakers:  
Mr Ignacio García BERCERO, EU Chief Negotiator of TTIP; Director, DG 
Trade, European Commission 
Ms Susan GEORGE, political and social scientist, activist and writer on 
global social justice; President of the Board of the Transnational Institute 

 
Panelists: 
Mr Pieter OMTZIGT, Member of the Committee on European Affairs, 
Tweede Kamer, the Netherlands  
Member of a national parliament (tbc) 
Member of the European Parliament (tbc) 

 
Debate 

 
 

16:45  Return to the hotels 
 
 

17:00 – 18:00 COSAC Chairpersons meeting 
   

Debate on the Draft Contribution of the LVI COSAC 
   

Venue: Bratislava Castle, Námestie Alexandra Dubčeka 1, Bratislava 
 
 

18:00  Return of the chairpersons to the hotels 
 
 

19:00  Departure from the hotels to the Bratislava Castle 
 
 

20:00 Official dinner hosted by Mr Andrej DANKO, Speaker of the National 
Council of the Slovak Republic  

 
Venue: Bratislava Castle, Námestie Alexandra Dubčeka 1, Bratislava 

 
 

22:30  Return to the hotels 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  

Tuesday, 15 November 2016 
 
 

7:45  Departure from the hotels to the Bratislava Castle 
 
 

8:00 – 9:45 SESSION IV 
  

2016: Energy Union's „year of delivery” 
 

Keynote speaker:  
Mr Maroš ŠEFČOVIČ, Vice-President of the European Commission for 
Energy Union  

 
Panelists: 
Mr Jerzy BUZEK, Chair of the Committee on Industry, Research and Energy 
of the European Parliament  
Member of a national parliament (tbc) 
Member of a national parliament (tbc) 
 
Debate 

 
 

9:45 – 10:15 Coffee Break 
 
 

10:15 – 12:00 SESSION V  
 

Securing the external borders of the EU in the context of irregular 
migration 

 
Keynote speakers:  
Mr Robert KALIŇÁK, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior of the 
Slovak Republic (tbc) 
Mr Fabrice LEGGERI, Executive Director of Frontex (European Border and 
Coast Guard) 

 
Panelists: 
Member of a national parliament (tbc) 
Member of a national parliament (tbc) 

 
Debate 

 
 

12:00 – 12:30 Adoption of the Contribution of the LVI COSAC 
 
 

12:30 – 14:00 Lunch 
Venue: Bratislava Castle, Námestie Alexandra Dubčeka 1, Bratislava 

 
 

14:00  Return to the hotels by bus  
 

Departures of delegations  
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Draft as of 27. 06. 2016 
 

Draft Outline 26th COSAC Bi-Annual Report 
 
Chapter 1:  
The Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) between the European Union 
and the United States: Parliamentary scrutiny of the negotiation process 
 
International trade and investment are key drivers for the European economic recovery. They can 
directly impact economic growth, job creation and the social welfare of society. The EU is 
uniquely well-placed to ensure the opportunities of globalisation are made to work for the benefit 
of all Europeans, in a transparent and socially and environmentally responsible manner. That is 
why the EU has been negotiating a number of free trade agreements, e.g. with Canada, the 
United States and several Asian countries. An active trade policy can ensure that we connect to 
new emerging centres of global growth and are part of new digital and global value chains. This 
will provide openings for our businesses and create high-quality jobs without compromising on 
our European values or standards.  
 
This chapter will provide an overview on the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership 
between the European Union and the United States (TTIP) as well as its challenges, 
opportunities and risks. The EU’s negotiations on free trade agreements with third countries, in 
particular the ongoing negotiations between the EU and the United States on TTIP, have 
generated an unprecedented level of interest within the EU and on the part of the national 
Parliaments lately.

1
 

 
The European Commission leads the TTIP negotiations, and is mandated to negotiating a fair 
and balanced deal with the US, with a new approach to investment protection. It is set to create a 
new standard not only for European bilateral free trade agreements, but also for global trade and 
regulatory rules. During the 13 rounds of negotiations much progress has been made. However, 
there still remain many controversial issues which are the subject of constructive criticism both 
from the public, and from representatives from national parliaments. These issues relate mainly 
to the transparency in the negotiation process and the role of national parliaments within 
that process, but also to the potential impact of the agreement on the European social and 
environmental model. 

Since 2015, the Commission made a particular effort to make the negotiation process more 
transparent. Many documents, including positions papers, factsheets and EU negotiation texts 
themselves have been published. Special "reading rooms" have been set up in Member States, 
where designated experts and MPs have access to some of the consolidated texts. However, 
transparency remains an issue. This chapter of the 26th Bi-Annual Report of COSAC will aim 
to present the extent to which Parliaments/Chambers have scrutinised the negotiation 
process of TTIP, their experience with the use of "reading rooms", level and form of 
communication between the Parliaments/Chambers and the European institutions with 
regard to the negotiation process.  
 
 

  

                                                                
1
 The extent to which the Parliaments/Chambers have been engaged in the debate on the impact of EU free 

trade agreements over the last few years was addressed in the third Chapter of the 23rd Bi-Annual Report – 
EU Trade Policy and the Role of Parliaments under the Latvian Presidency of the Council of the European 
Union in 2015. This Chapter also addressed the issue of access to information for parliamentarians on 
ongoing EU trade negotiations. 



 
  

Chapter 2:  
2016: Energy Union's "year of delivery" 
 
Energy Union is and has been at the centre of the European Commission's policy attention over 
past years and this has been reflected in the previous COSAC debates and Bi-annual Reports of 
COSAC

2
. However, recent developments in this area together with a number of new documents 

published by the European Commission make this topic once again a pertinent point for 
discussions by Parliaments/Chambers. The Energy Union Strategy published in 2015 has set out 
the key actions needed to secure Europe's energy supply and reduce import dependency, to 
integrate national energy markets, to put energy efficiency first, to de-carbonise the economy and 
to promote research, innovation and competitiveness. The EU Member States continue to 
monitor the progress of the Energy Union Package as the Commission publishes the various 
elements outlined in the roadmap. One of these elements is the regular State of the Energy Union 
report which highlights the key issues and should steer the debate in this area. The first such 
Report released in November 2015 showed that much progress had already been made since the 
adoption of the Energy Union Framework Strategy and, according to the European Commission, 
that 2016 will be an important 'year of delivery'.  
 
Following up on the Framework Strategy, the Energy Union Package in 2016 is composed of 
several initiatives

3
. On February 16 the Commission presented the so-called 'Winter package' on 

sustainable energy security with the aim of equipping the EU for global energy transition to 
address possible energy supply interruptions. Energy security is one of the cornerstones of the 
Energy Union strategy, thus the first aim of this chapter will be to collect 
Parliaments/Chambers' latest views on energy security and on the energy security 
package in particular.  
 
Improved energy efficiency makes an essential contribution to all of the major objectives of the 
EU climate and energy policies: improved competitiveness, security of supply, sustainability and 
the transition to a low carbon economy. There is a broad political consensus about its importance. 

In the second half of this year (September 2016) a review of the Energy Efficiency Directive and 

the Energy Performance of Buildings Directive will be presented. Therefore, this chapter will 

also be focusing on the exchange of information among the Parliaments/Chambers 
concerning measures to improve energy efficiency in Europe.  
 
Besides energy security and energy efficiency this chapter will also seek to present the views 
on closer cooperation among the Parliaments on the latest developments and how to best 
address existing and future challenges across the five dimensions of the Energy Union 
designed to bring greater energy security, sustainability and competitiveness.

4
  

 
 

  

                                                                
2
 23rd  Bi-annual Report (under the Latvian Presidency of the Council of the European Union 2015), 18th Bi-

annual Report (under the Cyprus Presidency of the Council of the European Union 2012) 
3
 Legislative proposals on electricity market design and the regulatory framework, including the review of the 

Agency for the Cooperation of Energy Regulators (ACER), and the revision of the Regulation on security of 
electricity supply; the revision of the Regulation on security of gas supply and the revision of the Decision on 
inter-governmental agreements; the effort sharing decision and integration of the Land Use, Land-Use Change 
and Forestry sector (LULUCF) into the 2030 climate framework; a renewable energy package (REFIT), 
including sustainability criteria for biomass, and an energy efficiency package, including energy efficiency for 
buildings (REFIT) 
4
 1. Energy security, solidarity and trust; 2. A fully integrated European energy market; 3. Energy efficiency 

contributing to moderation of demand; 4. Decarbonising the economy, and 5. Research, Innovation and 
Competitiveness 

http://ec.europa.eu/energy/en/topics/energy-efficiency/energy-efficiency-directive
http://ec.europa.eu/energy/en/topics/energy-efficiency/buildings


 
  

Chapter 3:  
Improving the role of national Parliaments in the EU and communicating the EU affairs at 
national level 
  
The Juncker Commission has committed itself to "forging a new partnership with national 
Parliaments" by improving the communication and relations with national Parliaments. 
Consequently, this chapter will focus on how these improvements work in practice and how 
they are perceived in the Parliaments/Chambers and in the European Parliament. The 
information regarding the response time of the European Commission to the submitted reasoned 
opinions by the national Parliaments/Chambers, as well as the quality and consistency of the 
replies by the European Commission will be the important aspects to consider in this chapter. 
  
Often the European Affairs and activities of both the national Parliaments and the EU institutions 
are difficult to explain to broader public. National Parliaments/Chambers play an important role in 
bringing the debate on European matters to the national level and to the attention of citizens. 
Therefore, this chapter will explore how national Parliaments communicate their activities 
linked to the European Affairs to their audience, both professional and general public. The 
communication channels, tools and activities will be looked into in order for the Parliaments to 
exchange their practices and possibly improve their performance in this field. 
 
 
 
 

 


